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The Rise of Constitutionalism and Liberalism
Making causal connections across different categories of history is an important historical skill your 
students need to develop. This chart provides a road map of some of the factors that contributed to an 
important development in European history, the rise of constitutionalism and liberalism.

The Renaissance 
Humanism 
Secularism

Scientific Revolution
Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo
Bacon: inductive method (empiricism)
Descartes: deductive method
Newton: mathematical models

Religion
(secular challenge)

Heliocentric theory: Catholic Church 
opposed it

  Galileo arrested
  Index of Forbidden Books
Protestant countries embraced it
End to witch hunts
England and the Netherlands 

were constitutional states in the 
seventeenth century

The Enlightenment
Locke: natural rights
Diderot: Encyclopédie
Philosophes: Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau
Classical liberalism

Glorious Revolution  Enlightened Capitalism American and French
  Despotism Adam Smith  Revolutions
Bill of Rights Frederick the Great Thomas Malthus

 Catherine the Great David Ricardo
 Joseph II

Liberalism in the Nineteenth Century
Manchester School, Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Thomas Malthus
Utilitarianism: Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill
Chartist movement in England; suffrage gains in England
Revolutions of 1830 and 1848
Socialism: French utopians (1830s and 1840s), Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, revisionism
Beginnings of welfare state: Germany, France, England
Increasing democracy in the late nineteenth century: France, England, Germany 
Emancipation of serfs in Russia: Alexander II

Democracy in the Twentieth Century (and the Rise and Fall of Communism)
Germany: Weimar Republic, Federal Republic of Germany, unified Germany
France: Third Republic, Fourth Republic, Fifth Republic
United Nations 
Revolutions of 1989 and the fall of the Soviet Union
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Economic Development Study Guide
Integrating the major economic changes of the fifteenth through the early twentieth centuries with the 
political and economic changes that took place at the same time may be difficult for some students. 
Here are two schematic arrangements that can help them see some of the important cause-and-effect 
relationships.

From the Commercial Revolution to Laissez-Faire

Colonial Conflicts (17th and 18th c.)
 Late 17th c.
   Anglo-Dutch Wars
 18th c.
   War of Spanish Succession: asiento 
   War of Austrian Succession
   Seven Years’ War, Treaty of Paris  
   (1763)

Louis XIV: Jean-Baptiste 
 Colbert
Navigation laws
Chartered companies

Rise of capitalism
Joint-stock companies

Adam Smith (18th c.)
laissez-faire

Commercial Revolution (1500–1700 c.)

 Banking (Fuggers) & Antwerp (16th c.)
 Golden Age of the Netherlands
 England (late-16th c. and 17th c.)
   Enclosure; “putting-out” industry

Exploration (16th c.)

 “Old Imperialism”
 Golden Age of Spain (1600-50)

The Renaissance (increased trade) 
Italian merchants: commenda 

(esp. northern Italy)

Mercantilism and Capitalism (17th–18th c.)Colonial Conflicts (17th and 18th c.)
 Late 17th c.
   Anglo-Dutch Wars
 18th c.
   War of Spanish Succession: asiento 
   War of Austrian Succession
   Seven Years’ War, Treaty of Paris  
   (1763)

Louis XIV: Jean-Baptiste 
 Colbert
Navigation laws
Chartered companies

Rise of capitalism
Joint-stock companies

Adam Smith (18th c.)
laissez-faire

Commercial Revolution (1500–1700 c.)

 Banking (Fuggers) & Antwerp (16th c.)
 Golden Age of the Netherlands
 England (late-16th c. and 17th c.)
   Enclosure; “putting-out” industry

Exploration (16th c.)

 “Old Imperialism”
 Golden Age of Spain (1600-50)

The Renaissance (increased trade) 
Italian merchants: commenda 

(esp. northern Italy)

Mercantilism and Capitalism (17th–18th c.)
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From the Scientific Revolution to New Imperialism

Scientific Revolution (17th c.)

Agricultural Revolution (18th c.) 
(began in the Low Countries)

Enclosure Seed drill: Jethro Tull
Crop rotation: Charles Townshend Drainage
Heavy manuring Better livestock

Population Growth after 1750
Less famine, disease, and destructive war Cottage Industry (18th c.)

“Putting-out” industry

Industrial Revolution (1780–1850)
Textiles
Coal: steam-powered factories
Iron: heavy machinery and railroads
Railroads: Transportation Revolution

2nd Industrial Revolution (after 1865)
Steel: railroads, heavy industry, construction; 
 by 1900: 1) United States  2) Germany   
 3) Britain  4) Russian
Oil: internal combustible engine; factories
Electricity: lighting, mass transit, power
Chemicals: dyes, photo processing (Germany)

Urbanization
Socialism
Public health movement: James  
 Chadwick
Urban planning: George Eugène  
 Haussmann

New Imperialism (late 19th, early 20th c.)
“Social Darwinism”; “White Man’s Burden”
China (& Japan), Egypt
Africa: Berlin Conference (1884-85)




